Study Questions for Postville
Part I—Due on July 17—Chapters 1-6

1.  Describe the different types of Jews presented in the first chapters.  What kind of Jew is Bloom?  Shlomo Rubashkin?  Describe some specific practices, beliefs, or traditions they have in common, and some specific differences in their practices, beliefs, or traditions.

2.  How does it feel for Bloom to be Jewish in Iowa City?  Describe a time when you had a similar experience.

3.  As a child, Bloom didn’t feel comfortable visiting Manhattan.  Why not?  Do you think he would have felt more comfortable had he been Catholic or some other religion?

4.  How does Bloom react to his first experience with Postville’s shul?
5.  How does Postville initially react to the Lubavitchers’ idea to buy the slaughterhouse?   How did they react when the Lubavitchers actually arrived?

6.  What are some specific things the Hasidim do that drive the local Postvillians crazy?  Are the Postvillians reasonable or are they intolerant?

7.  Describe some of Bloom’s feelings when he first meets Shlomo.

8.  What kind of town was Postville before WWII?  Between WWII and the arrival of the Hasidim?
9.  What are the chief complaints of the patrons at Ginger’s?  How reasonable do they seem?  How do you think the Lubavitchers would respond?
10.  Now that you’ve learned a little more about orthodox Judaism, do you think Shlomo would answer question #1 the same way you did?  Bloom?

Part II—Due on Monday, August 24—Chapters 7-end
11.  What are Rosalyn’s and Marie’s complaints about the Hasidim?  Do those complaints seem reasonable?

12.  What are some experiences Bloom and Mikey have that lead Bloom to accept Lazar’s invitation?  Before he goes, what does he anticipate happening?

13.  What are some ways in which Bloom feels “at home” visiting Lazar’s house?  Feels out of place?  In what ways is he made to feel at home, and in what ways is he made to feel out of place?
14.  During prayer at the shul, Bloom says that “everything about the day was intense and bodily”.  In what ways, and for what reason?  Is that the way Postville Lutherans worship?  (How do you know?)  If you and your family worship regularly, is that the way you worship?
15.  What’s the significance of the tale of Stillman and Lew?  Why are two people so important to the non-Jewish Postvillians?  To the Lubavitchers?

16.  According to Bloom, in what ways is Louis Farrakhan’s ideal similar to that of the Lubavitchers?  Do you think the comparison is a fair one?  Why or why not?
17.  What’s the point of spending a chapter describing Doc Wolf?  What did you take away from it?

18.  Describe the incident that changes Glenda’s relationship with the Lubavitchers.  Is she being oversensitive?  Would you react the same way?

19.  Towards the end, Bloom distinguishes between racism and just being “wary of outsiders”.  Do you think his distinction is valid?  How do you think Shlomo would react to this distinction?

20.  What can we at Payton learn from Postville?  In other words:  what did you get out of reading this book, and why did Mr. K make you do it?
